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Joe Hurst, Superintendent 
By: Macie Reck 

Now that the school year has started, 
Mr. Hurst has some big goals and 
expectations, for his second year at 
Bradford. He plans on finishing the strategic 

plan that 
was 
handed 
over to 
him when 
he was 
given the 
position as 

superintendent. This plan is a very in-depth 
procedure to work with staff, students, and 
community to set goals for the school 
district and create a document for a common 
focus. By the end of the this school year, he 
would like to have this completed. Hurst 
would also like to build stronger connections 
with our community, in order to develop 
partnerships with area businesses and 
leadership entities. He will do this by 
spending time working closer with the area 
businesses, our library, railroad museum, 
Village Council, and other groups to provide 
additional resources to our students. He 
believes an important part of growing as a 
school is making sure the community and 
school work hand in hand. Hurst’s third goal 
is to not only support the new methods of 
learning the teachers have been working on, 
but to expand the academic growth of our 
students. 

Not only does Hurst care about our 
students, but he also cares a lot about our 
staff. Working with the staff this year is 
what he’s most excited about. Last year, we 
had 17 new staff members that joined, but 
this year we only have 5. Hurst hopes this is 

a sign of stability, because our school will 
work better with a more cohesive group. 

Along with working on the academic 
part of the school, there have also been some 
changes to increase the level of security for 
the students and staff. Mr. Hurst explains all 
of the new security features from 
strategically placed panic buttons, to a 
window film placed on the outside windows 
to protect us from intruders. He also tells us 
that they have tried to find ways to increase 
our communication in a short amount of 
time, are piloting an app on the 
administrators’ cell phones to connect them 
with and function just like our desk phones, 
and all staff members have been trained in 
threat assessment and action. 

Just like the rest of us, Mr. Hurst 
loves Bradford, but what he loves most is 
the students and staff that he gets to see and 
work with everyday. Hurst says, “I know I 
have only been here a year, but I have seen 
great things happening here and it is all 
because we have such good people in our 
building and in our community.  I enjoy 
going to each of the classrooms each week 
to visit with students and to see the setting 
where the learning takes place.  I enjoy the 
after school events and community events 
where I get to talk with parents and the 
members of the community.” 
 
Matt Triplett, High School Principal 
By: Elisa Martinez 

Mr. Triplett is back for his second 
year at 
Bradford! 
When asked 
how he felt 
his first year 
went, Triplett 
stated that he 



felt that last year went well for both the staff 
and students. Last year, one of his goals was 
to create relationships with staff members, 
students, parents, and members of the 
community. This year, he looks forward to 
building on to those relationships. For this 
upcoming year, Triplett has a lot of goals for 
not only the students, but the staff, as well. 
One of his goals is to keep staff and student 
morale high. When we as students take the 
time to respect the staff and appreciate what 
they are doing for us, then the school’s 
environment is more enjoyable.  

Two of his own personal goals is to 
properly recognize teacher and student 
achievements that go beyond the typical 
school day and to visit classrooms more 
often. For the students, he hopes to see more 
Bradford pride and spirit. Triplett also would 
like to see every single student be respectful 
to other people and the property of others. 
As students, we need to keep others’ 
feelings in mind and respect everyone's 
opinions. He also would like to see more 
enthusiasm in the teachers and demonstrate 
the rewards of being academically active to 
students. 

 This year, Triplett challenges each 
student to find what they are passionate 
about in life and go for it. Harriet Tubman 
once stated,  “Always remember, you have 
within you the strength, the patience, and the 
passion to reach for the stars to change the 
world.”  Remember, no dream is too big. In 
conclusion, Triplett has a lot of goals set this 
year. However, with a lot of hard work and 
dedication, each of these goals will easily be 
accomplished by the end of the school year! 
 
Michelle Lavey, Elementary Principal 
By: Hunter Lear 

Last year at Bradford went well. 
There was a lot that I knew as a teacher but 

as a principal 
I had a lot and 
still have a lot 
to learn. I 
knew 
everyday that 
I’d face new 

challenges. The teachers and the other 
administrative team helped me reach to the 
challenge and we made it a great learning 
year.  

The goals for the students this year 
are always the same from year to year to 
strive to be the best they can be. We have a 
lot of new things that we are implementing 
to help students become better readers. As 
well as learning to connect all areas to 
understand why we are learning what we are 
learning. In the end the goals of the students 
are to improve and become better 
academically and socially.  

The goals for the staff are to take 
new initiatives to help students reach their 
fullest potential. We are implementing new 
ways of teaching and understanding reading. 
Teachers of math and social sciences are 
working on doing some project based 
learning to connect some of the topics 
together to understand how they are 
interrelated. We are also working to help 
parents understand how they too can help 
their child learn.  

I would like everyone to continue to 
remember it takes a village to raise a child. 
We must work together and share the 
responsibility to educate our students. This 
world is full of teachable moments in and 
out of school. We will continue to learn and 
apply new initiatives to help students here. 
We are always learning as educators to help 
the children of this town. I am proud to live 
here and the pride that I see from the 
community members in our school. Thanks 
for being apart of Bradford’s future.  
 
Golf, Ryan Schulze 
By: Emma Canan 

Mr. Schulze is currently in his 
second season as the Bradford High School 
golf coach. The reason he started coaching 
was because he loves the sport and it just 
made sense. Coach Schulze believes they 
should be competitive within their league 
this year. ‘’Some of our golfers have really 
progressed. Many of them just started 
playing golf this summer and have come a 
long way already.’’, said Schulze.  Their 



record is 10-14 and they placed 6th out of 11 
at the National Trail Invitational. Schulze 
also said, “Golf is a funny game, as a coach 
you have to find a balance between pushing 
your players and giving them space. Usually 
the more a player stresses, the worse they 
do. My job is to teach proper mechanics and 
help them figure out a way to play relaxed.” 
His golfers this year are Senior Eric Sanders, 
Junior Brayden Sanders, Sophomores Taven 
Leach and Connor Jones, and Freshmen 
Keaton Mead and Joey Brussell.  
 
High School Football, John Cruse 
By: Karmen Knepp 

After the season has kicked off, with 
our “officially-official” football team, a 
cheerleading squad bigger and better than 
ever, and a fantastic coaching staff, we 
interviewed the man who is in charge of our 
2018 Varsity Football team. Excited, and 
ready to bring experienced coaching to our 
boys, Coach Cruse has big goals and high 
hopes for the future of the football program 
here at Bradford High School. Not only is he 
making an impact on the team, but they 
seem to be making an impact on him, too.  

After assistant coaching in past 
years, Coach Cruse took an immediate 
action when Bradford needed a new head 
coach for this year’s football team and 
stepped up to the challenge. Although he has 
had previous experiences with many of our 
players, this year is different. With very low 
numbers going into the season it created 
conflict. Despite the conflict, our new head 
coach knew just what the first step was for 
the players: “...the boys have to learn to 
depend on each other,” he says,”I call them 
Iron Men or Warriors.” Even while keeping 
the boys in all game due to numbers, he 
knew right away that his players’ health was 
more important than anything else 
saying,”Our biggest goal is to stay injury 
free.”  

Keeping the boys healthy is only one 
of the coaching staff’s many goals, another 
big one being that they would like to take 
into a different aspect of the game. Playing 
the game is one thing, winning is another, 

but one thing that most schools miss out on 
now-a-days is having fun. Coach Cruse has 
full intentions of both saying, “...to be able 
to play all our games this season while 
trying to keep it fun for the boys” is another 
important factor to his coaching, without a 
doubt. Fun for the older players seems to be 
a given after playing for most of their high 
school careers, but the two freshmen seem to 
be getting along just fine as well. Cruse 
speaks highly of the younger “utility” 
players saying,”they have stepped up to the 
challenge”.  

As new players, new coaches, and 
new goals come into play this year, one 
thing always seems to stay the same, and 
that is the heart of our small town. For 
Coach Cruse it’s not just about the wins, the 
losses, the good times and the bad. “It has 
been a very positive experience… a very big 
part of my life...In 2012 I was quite sick and 
it was the football team, coaches, and 
community that kept me going.” In times 
like these, we are reminded of just how big 
of an impact our small town has on so many 
people, and how big of an impact each of us 
as individuals have on the town as well. 
All-in-all, we thank our new head coach, 
John Cruse, for taking the time and the heart 
that he puts into the 2018 Varsity Football 
team. We wish him, and the players, the best 
of luck for the rest of the season!  
 
Varsity Volleyball, Holly Beam 
By: Buzz Brewer 

The varsity volleyball coach, Holly 
Beam, is currently in the middle of her 
second year coaching volleyball here at 
Bradford High School. She has grown up 
watching her parents play volleyball and her 
mom has coached since she was five. She 
has recently coached for Tri-Village Junior 
High and for a Darke County JO volleyball 
team.  

I spoke to Holly about this year’s 
volleyball season and what she expects from 
this team. The reason she wanted to coach 
here at Bradford is because she wanted to 
“teach and pass on her knowledge” of 
volleyball. Holly thinks that this year’s 



varsity volleyball team is “a more rounded, 
competitive, and aggressive team because 
they have put in a lot of work in the off 
season and at different camps.” I asked 
Holly what some goals she has for herself 
and her answer was that she “hopes to find 
better ways to teach each player because 
each position is different and takes different 
instructions.”  

The goals that she would like her 
volleyball team to try and achieve this year 
are to “bring some aggressive and 
competitive edge out of her players and to 
win at least fifty percent of this seasons 
games.” Holly ended the interview by 
saying, “coaching at Bradford has definitely 
been a learning experience, but it is FUN!!” 
 
New Junior High and High School 
History Teacher, Dylan Parke 
By: Amelia Roberts 

Dylan Parke is a 
new teacher at 
Bradford this 
year. To get to 
know him a bit 
better, we asked 
him a few 
questions. When 

asked “What’s something you’re really 
excited about this year?”, he replied with, “I 
am very excited to get back into the school 
and interacting with the students. I think 
more than students realize, we as teachers 
absolutely love being here in the school and 
teaching.” He also mentioned how excited 
he was to help with the football team saying, 
“...being involved with the football team and 
assisting in the athletics is also a privilege 
and an honor.”  

After learning he was excited to get 
into the swing of things, and interact with 
the students in his classes, we wanted to find 
out what specifically was his favorite class 
to teach. He said although every class has its 
own positives, “I love to teach government.” 

When asked what the hardest part 
about being a teacher is, he responded with, 
“...the hardest part is changing your mindset 
from a one size fits all perspective to a more 

tailored approach.” He continued saying, “I 
love discussions because I can answer 
questions and clarify my points and notes. 
Every student deserves the same education 
so once again I would say the hardest part is 
making sure that every student gets the same 
information but in a way that resonates with 
them.” 

And just for fun, we asked Mr. Parke 
was his favorite movie was. After a bit of a 
debate, he came to the conclusion that 
“Tombstone” is his favorite movie the plot is 
“interesting and engaging.” 
 
New Junior High and High School Math 
Teacher, Lisa Osborne 
By: Kat Reineke 
Lisa Osborne is our 
new junior high and 
high school math 
teacher. Though this 
isn’t her first 
teaching job, she is 
excited to teach at our small school. “ With a 
school of that size in a city of 1.5 million 
people came many challenges. Although I 
will miss my students there, I am ready to 
teach in a small town, like the one I am 
from.” Mrs. Osborne has a bachelor degree 
in both Mathematics and Accounting. She 
received her Mathematics degree at 
Transylvania University in Lexington, KY, 
and her accounting degree at Eastern 
Kentucky University in Richmond, KY. 

Mrs. Osborne is married with three 
sons. They have a dog named Mak, which is 
a straight haired goldendoodle. She likes to 
spend her free time with her sons, playing 
with Mak and pokemon hunting in Pokemon 
Go. She wants her children to attend a small 
school, like she did, for the experience. She 
has also been teaching since 2004, and likes 
how goal-orientated the students here are. 
She also likes how helpful and kind the staff 
are. We’re very happy to welcome Mrs. 
Osborne into our family here at Bradford.  




